
Possible future scenarios for the Lake District National Park in 2060: 

Scenario A: 

This scenario was based on continued subsidy support of farming and maintenance of the 
existing cultural landscape.  It can be seen as a status quo option with the assumptions 
based on current subsidy levels, tourism and land management. 

 The lake district is dominated by farmland 

 Traditional communities and ways of life continue  

 This supports food production and contributes to national food self-sufficiency  

 Ongoing tax payer support is used to support farming through subsidies  

 The fells retain their popularity with walkers and tourists  

 The historic landscape is maintained  

Scenario B: 

This scenario was premised on continued subsidies, but an increasing diversification of these 
subsidies.  Given the importance of tourism and its prevalence in the literature of almost all 
stakeholder groups, much of this diversification focused on tourism. 

 Rural subsidies are focused on encouraging diversification and developing new industries  

 The Lake District develops with an increased emphasis on tourism  

 Some areas focus on more facilities such as hotels and visitor activities, others focus on high end 

exclusive, tranquillity and others on adventure – (eg more bridleways for mountain bikers, and other 

adventure activities eg kayaking, ropes courses, zipwires)  

 Farming reduces  

 There is a spread of scrub and tree cover on lower fells  

 This benefits wildlife  

 But the traditional landscapes of the lakes changes  

Scenario C: 

This scenario was driven by an assumption of austerity driven cuts (as opposed to 
diversifications) in farming subsidies, alongside changing philosophies of land management 
and conservation.  Both could result in a less managed and more ‘wild’ environment: 

 Farmland is increasingly abandoned as it becomes economically unviable  

 The lake district is ‘rewilded’ - nature left to ‘do its own thing’  

 Some wildlife benefits but others suffer from the lack of management  

 The traditional landscape changes as scrub and forest spreads over the fells  

 Local farming employment and traditional livelihoods reduce  

 But new employment opportunities develop.  

 Examples could include species reintroductions 

 And wildlife tourism  

 Or payment schemes to land owners who leave the land wild increasing carbon capture and 

improving water quality  

  



Scenario D: 

The final scenario was based on a continued emphasis on managed landscapes but an 
increasing focus on delivery of broader ESS.  Drivers were considered to be increasing 
climate change concern, development of carbon trading schemes, the water framework 
directive etc. 

 Schemes to pay land owners for ecosystem services result in large areas of the Lakes managed to 

maximise benefits such as carbon storage, water quality, biodiversity and flood management 

 This involves things such as tree-planting, fencing off water courses,  re-naturalising rivers, restoring 

peat bogs, reducing livestock numbers  

 This benefits wildlife and increases biodiversity  

 Tourism is still important but environmental protection takes centre stage – access is limited in some 

areas but many tourists continue to come to enjoy the landscape and the increased biodiversity  

 Traditional landscapes change  

 Agricultural livelihoods are reduced 


